1984

World Fly Fishing Championships
River Tormes, Spain - May 1984

TO FlﬁH_fur your country or win a national cham-
pionship is a proud moment and the pinnacle of achieve-

‘Many competitions mmplg
wilh mternational rules whic
briefly mean you must use a full
fly-line, floating or sinking, in
front of a broadside dnfting
boat.

Two international matches are
held each year with England,
Scotland, Wales and Ireland
sharing the venues. This year it
was the turn of Lough Conn to

5t
and England were clear winners.

Coinciding with the Conn
match were the World Fly
Fishing Championships, held on
the River Tormes in central
Spain. The England five-man
team, chosen from the Confed-
eration’s Brenig team, were De-
nnis Buck, Mike Smith, Mike
Childs and myself, plus Tony
Pawson and Dawvid Swatland
from the Salmon and Trout
Association.

The river’s wild brown trout
had been augmented by some
freshly stocked browns and we
realised that these stockies were
only in certain sections of the
river.

Our team suffered a serious
setback when Mike Childs broke
his arm and ankle at a bullfight.
Bulls were running the ring and
members of the crowd volun-
teered to be charged at.

Some young men, who had
visions of being matadors one
day, were in the ring, so too
were members of the Luxem-
bourg and French world fly-
fishing teams. One lone British

agc the Spring international —

ment for many trout anglers — myself included.

by
BOB CHURCH

spirit, Mike Childs, said:
“There’s no Englishman in the
nng — I'm going to have a go™.
Jumping from the high wall into
the ring he landed badly on his
ankle and fell back, hitting his
arm on the wall. David Swatland
had to stand in and fish as Mike
was in hospital for the rest of the
week.

The draw favoured the Ita- .

lians. Tony Pawson and Dennis
Buck had favoured spots in the
first four-hour sessions and
made it pay, by taking 12 and 13
fish respectively.

David Swatland had five from
a reasonable peg, but Mike
Smith and I drew badly, Mike
not catching, while I took one
good wild fish which put me first
in the poor “A" section.

We were lying second after
this round. In the next session

Tony and I had five each
from moderate pegs, while
David took one g wild fish

from a poor peg. Dennis and
again poor Mike had no-hoper
swims

At the start of the final round
we were clinging to second
place. I was happy with my draw
near a bridge where I had prac-
tised and cau%ht a few. Tony was
now very confident, even though

his last spot had produced two

® THE smilin
Nottingham;

blanks to previous competitors.

He had checked the scores
and found the Italians had taken
16 from the peg downstream in
the first round. Tony did very
well, getting another seven fish,
while I caught ten but unfortu-
nately had to return four as they
were just undersize.

Dennis was a hero, takin g four
wild fish from a “no-hope’™ area
and with two more blanks this
gave us a team place of runners-
up with the Italians clear win-
ners. France were third, Poland

England

Dennis Buck, Bob Church, Mike Childs, Tony Pawson, Mike Smith & David Swatland (captain/reserve).

1. Iltaly

2. England
3. France
4. Poland
5. Spain
6. Belgium

7. Luxembourg

8. Holland

Individual World Champion: Tony Pawson (England)

THIS is the team that almost
gave us a taste of world glory
three years ago, when we
finished runners up to Italy on
the River Tormes in Spain.
That’s our best performance
to date — but we aim to go one

better this time.

Childs, Kenilworth.

The 1984 team is, from left
... Mike Smith, Nottingham;
Dennis Buck, Southport; Tony
Pawson, Winchester; Bob
Church, Northants; Mike

England team show off their spoils. Left to right: Mike Smith,
ennis Buck, Southport; Tony Pawson, Winchester; Bob Church,
Northampton and Mike Childs, Kenilworth.

fourth, and Spain fifth, followed
Ef Bclj,ium, Luxembourg and
olland.

At 62 years old, Tony Pawson
was the oldest of all the competi-
tors, but a very popular winner
of the individual event. Certain-
ly this is the best performance
yet by an English team. Next
%car‘s championships will be

shed in Poland hopefully in
1986 in England.
® NEXT week Bob visits a
brand-new trout fishery in
South Wales.

Winning A World
Championship: Spain 1984

By Towry Pawson

You need a lof of luck o win a World Cham picnship and
| hiad mware than My reascrable shane in Spain in 1984 The
Torrmes River near Salamanca is noled as a dry fly trout rver in
which success usually depands an u!‘il‘g| vary small flas ard
idantfying exacty those on which the fish are feeding, But that
May susmmer came laka o Spain with the area covered in snow
a few days beforg wa anfvad and the Tonmas runmeg Pagh,
colourad and cold, Sa In practoe wa found that sinkeng knes
ard sira 10 fias, such as Black Pennella and Bibios, wara mong
effactive than dry Iees o nymiphs — wilh the iroul lying desp
and no natural sise This bype of wat [y fshirg for trout ona
alream with a goad currart wae tha mathod an which | hd
been woaned i1 boyhood, fehing in Scolland, Wales and
Irpland, and praciised for ovar filty vears So | was forunele o
fing eondibang 1t suilid me.

thlnﬂihl Wanherwomen

ot 0 fortu nobe was oo of our team of lve On the
sucond practci omy wa had anby & brial lisheng penod i s
DT g, taking i1 in so relasod o favahilon, i wio had found cul
wl win niocod 1o ko, 1hat | apent aome time Relping the
Spanish washorwoman who were working hacd at the side of
our poal, After lunch we wars taken io see the running of the
amall bulls in & local corrida — a8 par of tha genarous
hospilalily we o owed i Spdan, with flandship 90 much tha
mmdan @lemant of thess championships. These, ane of cur ledam
ook &n urdariunale fancy ko become a matddos and lsapd
ligily inbo (v rireg b0 join he locals, undar the imprassion he
sould nol coma o much harm against amall buils with shaved
horng He was carried owl wilh a an ankle and a broken
wrist Mo credit o the bull — just a kailure to notice it was ten feet
g Triom the lop of tha wall 1o the comida floor Captain Davd
Swatland than had io stop tellng us how o fish and do it hirgel
= it ru |itle 2cness as it turmesd outl

A Trout taken on third cast

It i always an Bndeous moment gelting first sight of the
water an which you are drasen fo Bsh. In the firsl o Bowr
period | was on one ol [he Righor Sectons well above the beals
weiz hiad Frished I practice. Happily the thres hundred yards of
rivear af my disposal embraced a delightiul pool wth a sanies o
small shreams a Ar0Es e hed WO jCan the main curmgnt
b the lar bank re was egusl success bobhing the dropper
across the side currents o fishing slow and deep inlhe quishir
wate: With & rout Laken with the third cast | was able to relax
and enjoy roysed fnom the start. Only one incicsnt marrad the
oleasure. Having gone as deep as | could with chest waders
an, toiry and cowver the tar current, | netled a trout which was
norderding for size. As it was too dificult 1o measure § accuraiely
in midstream | headed back rather 1o 1ast kor e bank. My toe
struck a rock and | went headhicst into the oy water. The trou

Towry Pamson, in euphonc mood, afey winning the woric!
champeonshup in Spain in 1984 With b s
Farnamdez, previous holger of ihe iile

rmeanshile had coms aut of the net and was sl heaked on e
Bl Wy i tha dropper was Caught in the mesh of the nal Mot
80 BaSYy 0 get il |'u;?..=_inl Sill, it gave the apectators a gooo
lawgh and § Gid finally prove bo B “valds' and warth tha affart
With edeven Ircul in thal session il was a good siant. My
next draw, hiowever, was nof 50 promising 1was a long,
festurelese rush ol wates which | had Fshad in practice withaut
maoving anylhing, while caiching well above and below.
However, another beam member, Dennis Buck, had iold ma
ot luneh that b Rad dong el wih & 1ast sinkerg Bne Fight at
thie pattom of rmy beat thaers was one large, deep eddy an
wihile the rest was shill barren | coseed fve oot of there (and (st
a fealy large one | Aover 2] wsing 8 Hi-0 ling, By Bnal drans
for the four hours the following moming was in a sector where
very few had been caught Though | was then third, that lett ma
with no expectabon other than enoying mysel |t was my
fortune again that team mate Derrm’ tip about the fest snki
lire enabled me o calch seven mone, Some on ksl Sink, some
an siow snk knes, which | used asermataly,

An immense

Haramg no expecialion of doeng soweall it was all the
mioie pleasurable and surprising to ind | had won With Dennis
coming Tih and Bob Chunch 13th we weare also 2nd as a leam,
By a slrange coircidence, my son John had qualified for the
England team for the home infernationsl which was being
fished cn the sarmea day on Lough Cannin Irgland. Ha phoned
i thad migght 1o say he had come third oul of 56 and England
had won fior 1he first ime in Ingkana. 3o my thid piece of good
fortuna, as | had never dona as wall as thm inhome
flarraticnals , WS 1oy b able ko rmainks ﬂparantal alatus
by telling him he was lalking to the world champion! Knowing
oy fishing baa wall ha couldn't balbava it — Bt | had difficulty in
blimang i hoo. | woild Still, wane T nol for & irmphy so mmanss
thel it was anly allowed on the plane becauss we atrapgad it
Iﬂrrp-tﬁl;l::!ﬂ[ rafered or aur ingansd angher in a whsalchair al
e ]

Wt is e praciismg far? Thi fulung worid charmpson jors i 4
dance digpday in frolusar waders guning a braak in prachics oay
1 TGEE, whow (e ovonT Wing & SIRrmon e Lrou covilisl on
Soain's Narcoa nver,




